19th Annual Peach State Christmas Party

What an exciting and energetic bunch of Cadillac enthusiasts!  The room was abuzz with the warm vibe of the holiday season.  Or was that buzz actually a carryover from the 65-degree sunshine? …the fantastic Bloody Marys served by the Atlanta Country Club’s highly regarded serving staff? … the camaraderie that is becoming the hallmark of this group?  All of the above!  We lined up the Cadillacs in the spaces our coordinator, Bob Winchell, had reserved for us.  I’m not sure who got the better of that arrangement:  We loved showing off the cars, but Cobb County’s golfers were out in force with their cameras, too.  Can you blame them? A classic car show just pulled up right next to the Tee boxes.  As our group arrived people were hugging, toasting one another, and catching up so intensely that we were a little slow getting the meal started! For once, I was content to wait for my vittles.

President Stan Tucker welcomed the group and invited us to partake of this magnificent luncheon.  ACC served a wonderful buffet of salads, breads, seafood crepes, chicken breasts, asparagus, shrimp and grits, and perfectly prepared roast beef.  Peach State CLC found 57 members and guests in attendance. There were the usual large number of “regulars,” as well as our newest members, Ron Benneche and Annette Washington.  Welcome aboard! A list of those in attendance appears at the end of this article. It was, to say the least, our best attended Christmas party EVER! If you missed it, please make sure you get it into your calendar for 2012 – it’s generally the first Saturday in December.

After lunch, Stan presented annual awards to the board members who gave so much of their 2011 for the benefit of us all – a very nice acrylic mantelpiece that offers testament to another year’s hard work.  Most importantly, Stan told us about the award earned by Member of the Year, Kevin Garrison, who in his first year of Peach State tenure organized the first annual “Mystique of the Automobile” for our club in Athens, AND added his first Cadillac to the stable of chez Garrison. Kevin becomes our newest “board member-at-large” for 2012.  Next, Editor-in-Chief of the TAILFIN, Emerson Duke, briefly bid us adieu.  Emerson has edited his final newsletter, but he cannot escape article-writing itself! (Emerson promises us his article on lubricating the speedometer cable soon.)  Stan gave Emerson a nice plaque to honor his time as editor for the Peach State region.  Doug introduced new TAILFIN editor, Bill Rush, who shared with us his vision for January’s TAILFIN: He’ll be maintaining the best of Emerson’s style while adding some new ideas he brings to us from his career in graphic design with the Weather Channel and the collectible auto auction houses.  Lewis Schwartz, who could not attend, received a nice plaque honoring his work on our web site.  Your other board members have agreed to continue for at least one more year: Stan as president, Winch as VP, Martina as Secretary and national representative, Sandy Partridge as treasurer, Doug as membership director, and Buster Miller as the other member-at-large.  Look for more on your board members in the January TAILFIN.  Members, our board has set out a goal for 2012: We want to achieve CLC’s acknowledgement as the most active and vibrant region in the U.S. Help us get there!

Members in attendance also voted for the most beautiful car driven to the event. Jay Friedman won the Peoples’ Choice award, and took home what must be his 50th wall plaque for the ’49 coupe.  Close runners up in the voting were Kevin (green ’55 Fleetwood Sixty Special) and Ray Diodati (rose ’57 Coupe de Ville).  I saw the ’49 lined up with Art Gardner’s ’50 and Larry Reece’s ’51 in front of the clubhouse, and that was a shot for the ages!  Doug Bailey won the 50-50 raffle, and took away $80 with the winning ticket. Regrets to Bob Hendershott’s son, Joe, whose ticket came in right after Bailey’s! Joe, I owe you a beer…

The annual memorabilia auction is getting better every year, don’t you think?  There were polo shirts, Cadillac ties, winter scarves, cookie jars in Christmas and automotive themes, large and small diecast and plastic models of Cadillacs and Duisenbergs, one-of-a-kind art photos of Cadillac medallions, colorful original period advertisements of Cadillacs (and one of former Falcon great Norm Van Brocklin snagged by Marty Comstock).  There was a nice, collectible pair of Ferrari sunglasses (won by Diodati), ball caps, and even a 33 RPM jazz record signed by the artist and showing a ’57 Fleetwood on the cover.   Bill Rush grabbed the deal of the day with his purchase of an original Cadillac dealership’s floor display – which he plans to show off in his movie room.  There were two “big ticket items” of the day:  Bob Winchell won after some lively bidding on a huge, colorful and original Cadillac dealership clock, complete with crest and V.  And Bill Tilden won an equally active bidding war for a set of original sales brochures for WWII vintage Cadillacs. Well bought, sirs!  In 2012 we hope you will keep in mind this auction, which is a great way to share pieces of your collection AND a way for the club to earn some extra spending money. This year we brought in $781 from members’ generous donations.  With that, everyone wins!

Your board wants to thank you for making this the most active region in the Cadillac & LaSalle Club world. We may not be the largest in raw numbers, but we are growing considerably each year for the past five or so years. And a huge part of that growth is directly attributable to the rich array of Cadillac activities and the warmth of the relationships we are building together.  Now, BRING ON 2012!!! 







--   Doug Bailey

Photos to be added as they roll in… 

List of 57 members and guests in attendance:

· Doug Bailey 

· Ron Benneche and Annette Washington

· Terry Bird

· Frank and Martina Butler

· Frank C. Butler

· Marty Comstock and Doug Kuter

· Ray and Dottie Diodati

· Jimmy and Mary Sue Dorsey

· Mike and Dianne Daugherty

· Emerson Duke

· Jay and Elaine Friedman

· Art and Anita Gardner

· Kevin Garrison

· Ed and Mary Ann Goehring

· Alan and Cerise Grist

· Vince and Karen Haaland

· Bob Hendershott, Joe & Lena Hendershott

· Robert and Kathy Kipping

· Frank and Karen Lindauer

· Lynn and Linda Newport

· Paul and Nohemi  Oddo

· Sandy Partridge and Doug Johnson

· Ralph Peckins 

· Hal and Cathy Raper

· Larry Reece

· Bill Rush

· Henry Sluss and Barbara Malone

· Bill and Marilyn Tilden

· Stan and Debbie Tucker

· Paul and Gloria West

· Roger and Faye Williams

· Bob and Judy Winchell

