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30th Anniversary Peach Blossom BOPC - 
Buick Olds Pontiac Cadillac 
Car Show and Swap Meet
What an adventure when you get the General’s best and brightest all on one field!  If you participated in this year’s BOPC you know what I mean: The field was absolutely FULL of Buicks, Olds, Pontiacs, and Cadillacs. Almost said “No orphans!” But that wouldn’t be true would it? The cars ran the gamut from early Twenties right up through the demonstrator CTS-V.   
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The Buick Club hosted this year (last year was our year, in the rain). The show was well organized, the fellows worked hard, and people responded.   On Friday evening there was a gala reception, with food and drink in the Hilton’s Marietta Conference Center.  A few of us got there in time to sit under a tree and watch the cars roll in. And later on, those beauties looked GOOD under the bluish lighting of the parking lot, you know…  The cold beer was good too!
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Saturday dawned a little foggy, but that soon burned away to a spectacular, sunny day.  There were so many gorgeous collectible cars there that they Buick guys forced us into single-spaced parking. Not the most comfortable for the lineup of broad shouldered Fifties iron! Was it me, or were there more Fifties entries there than from any other era?[image: image4.jpg]
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Judging this year was done by a single pair of CHVA certified judges. They got going about 11:00, and were still hard at work in the hot sun at 4:00 PM!  They were thorough, and seemed to be very knowledgeable of these marques.   We felt sorry for one of the guys, who carried his foam rubber kneeling pad all day long. Just to glance at the under-carriages. Good man.
One of the best aspects of the BOPC is the time available to catch up with others in the club, and to meet new folks.  We’re all “car guys,” you know!  Anyway, we roved the grounds, checking out the cars. Occasionally would strike a seated pose under a tree and around the cooler.  Some of the great people in the world [image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]


are hanging out, talking paint jobs and [image: image8.jpg]


brake jobs and “zero-to-sixty” times.  Stan (above) was there in the Godfather, and Bob Winchell got to sell a few pieces of his inventory in front of his ’64 coupe.  Sandy Partridge was primed for some fun, and Larry Reece had recovered from losing his fuel pump the previous weekend at the Jasper cruise-in.  The Wests were there, relaxing in the shade with Judy Winchell and others.  We ran into member Steve Sauer, who brought two of his colorful Caddies.  Bob Hendershott  showed off the new ragtop on his ’65 Eldorado.  I ran into Chuck Heastings and Jay Friedman, decked out for the sunshine.  I heard Marty Comstock and Doug Kuter were there, but I never saw them.  Buster Miller showed up with Kim and Josh.  Ray Diodati was getting a lot of good looks with his Dusty Rose ’57 coupe. M. C. Moore stopped by and regaled us with a few stories – MC, you have to spend more time with us!  Russell Vopelak tried to stay away, but he gave in to the attraction; he left the Allante at home, but was stylin’ anyway in the XLR.   I think we signed up another four members, and I was able to hit up several members for their membership renewals.  All in all, that makes it a great day!
Another of the good things about this show is the number of quality vendors.  I know people were buying literature, parts and cleaning products.  There was a front and rear bumper setup for a ’68 Cadillac!  I was able to snag a 1:24 scale model of a ’58 Eldorado Brougham from Peach Stater Alan Grist, who manned his booth.  Stan and I negotiated a bargain price on a pair of new arm rest/drink holders that match our interiors amazingly well. No more cheezy plastic door-hanger that slops coffee on your lap when you close the door!      
The judging went on all day, in several classes.  How about a round of applause for the Peach State Cadillac & LaSalle Club!  We had winners in five classes: 
· Twenties:  Bill Greene’s ’28 LaSalle convertible coupe won!

· Fifties:  Larry Reece’s pristine ’51 Series 61 survivor won!

· Sixties: Martina and Frank Butler’s knockout ’64 Eldorado convertible won!

· Seventies:  Sandy Partridge’s multiple award-winning  ’76 CDV d’Elegance won!
· Nineties:  Bruce Scheck’s like new ’91 Fleetwood won!

Left to right: Bruce, Larry, Martina, Sandy and Bill with their 30th annual BOPC trophies. Congratulations!
              --   Doug Bailey 


…and thanks to Martina Butler for her photos!
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