Cadillac Car Clinic, Marietta - Bob Winchell - Sunday, November 13, 2011 from 1:30 - 4:30

“Man, my knees hurt!” Winchell was on his hands and knees, arms up to the elbows inside a white fender. A shop light shined over his shoulder, held in turns by Bill Greene and Frank Butler. Truth be told, MY knees were hurting, as usual, but it was BOB whose knees were taking the beating on the garage floor… But soon enough Bob had Bailey’s ’66 equipped with a new cornering lamp. “How does one change a light bulb in an old Cadillac?” One to do the wrenching and six to lend moral support…!” Now THAT is engineering, thanks, Cadillac Motor Company!

On November 13th seven of us met at Bob Winchell’s shop. These Cadillac Clinics are becoming one of our most popular (and for some, beneficial) activities. Larry Reece was at the shop when I got there and Melodie was headed out with Judy for some Sunday shopping. Soon enough Bill Greene pulled in, and Mark Nichols and Jack Nicholson arrived simultaneously. Once Butler got there, our party was complete. Hail fellows, well met! You know, we get as much joy from hanging out and telling stories about mechanical challenges as we get out of the fixes we perform.

Herman Paradise! We missed you! (Herman was supposed to bring his Cadillac for a once over, but he found himself replacing a water heater at the house. Emergencies take precedence, Herman. We’ll get you next time!) 

Let’s just say that Herman’s bad luck was Doug’s good luck. We pulled the ’66 into the bay and lifted her up. But, where the ‘65’s cornering lamp is a simple thing to replace from the outside, the ’66 has to be reached from under and inside the fender. The wheel was off quickly, and Bob found a way to get that inner liner pulled back. Once Bob freed those three bolts and finally got the fixture out of the fender, we found the 45-year-old bulb was fine. Imagine that. As usual, it was a ground problem! We cleaned up the socket and installed the new bulb I was given by Doug Birk of Missouri. We tested it on the bench, and had it all back together in about two and a half hours… 

We missed our usual clinicians, Mssrs. Scheck, Friedman, Gardner, Tucker, West, Hendershott, and Kipping. 

We are thinking our next clinic will be in January or February, so keep your eyes peeled for announcements. Let me know if you have a repair we can handle. Thanks again, Winch, for another successful Sunday afternoon clinic! -- Doug Bailey
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Kind of looks like a crew from the City of Atlanta, one working and everyone else standing around!
