Fifth Annual Dave Comstock Chili-Cook-off  (February 12, 2011)

On Saturday, February 12th, the Peach State CLC gathered at Dick Peden’s homestead for our celebration of a Peach State “favorite son,” the FIFTH ANNUAL  Dave Comstock CHILI COOK-OFF!  Dick’s driveway offers a beautiful view out across the horse pastures. But today the view was back toward the house, where a bunch of Cadillacs gathered. A couple of nice Packards lent a counterpoint to Motordom’s Masterpieces.  What’s more, the fine cars outside were a fitting prelude to the beautiful cars inside. 

We had another great turnout. The event has become a Peach State staple, our February kickoff to a robust activity calendar. Have you noticed how it’s always sunny for the chili cook-off?  You know, chili was a favorite of Dave’s – and I believe that the sunshine is not a coincidence…   
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We had a LOT of fabulous chili again this year!  Marty selected three judges from those who you might say “had no (chili) dog in the hunt.”  Last year’s champion, Dianne Dougherty, couldn’t make it – so the door was left wide open for a new champ. Up stepped that new champion, Mick Opelak, husband of Marty and Dave’s daughter Carol. (That’s Mick with Marty at right.)   A nicely balanced, spicy beef chili, Mick! 
New members Karen and Vince Haaland took second with an equally deserving bowl (right). Melodie and Larry Reece came in third with Melodie’s white chicken chili (below right).  Great stuff!!! Those desserts were mouth-watering, too, everyone. 
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President Stan Tucker thanked our host Dick Peden (left) and reminded us of upcoming club activities, especially the “Drive & Dine Pizza Outing” in Alpharetta on March 19th.  Bob Winchell’s garage is home to the third Cadillac Clinic, on March 20th. Doug asked for people to distribute recruiting brochures, and asked folks to contact him for copies. He also reminded those of us who have membership renewals due in February not to put it off. We introduced the Dunns’ new Passport program, designed to encourage Peach State members to drive their cars on club tours and other events. At year’s end trophies will be awarded for those racking up the most mileage on their Caddies during sanctioned club events. If you don’t have a Passport, please let Lee Dunn know! 
Martina reminded us that the driving tour is April 1-3 to Savannah. The BOPC show is the end of April in Marietta. Get registered for those two events NOW if you have not yet done so! Martina also gave a status report on the tax-deductible support we are offering for the Cadillac & LaSalle Museum in Michigan. It’s not too late to send a check to Sandy made out to the CLCMRC. Every $25.00 helps! For details see: http://www.cadillaclasallemuseum.org/
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Jerry Peterson, Henry Dabrowski and Frank Butler are in the foreground below.  Melodie, Bob Winchell, and Ed Goehring can be seen in the background if you have great eyes!  Now, if you have never seen Dick’s “garage,” you had better not miss next year’s Dave Comstock Chili Cook-off!  It’s a ‘Fifties and ‘Sixties sock-hop waitin’ to happen!
Below is the list of 37 members and guests who attended the 2011 chili cook-off:   
· Dick Peden

· Stan Tucker (’56 6019X)

· Ray and Dottie Diodati  (’57 CDV)

· Marty Comstock and Doug Kuter
· Mick and Carol Opelak (guests)

· Larry and Melodie Reece 

· Vince and Karen Haaland

· Art Gardner (’49 6107 CBC)

· Jay Friedman (’49 6107 CBC)

· Frank and Martina Butler (’64 6267SX ELC)

· Frank C. Butler and Jen Carasa

· Robert Kipping (’56 Packard 400)

· Jimmy Dorsey & Dan Harris (’63 6229)

· Bob Hendershott

· Guy Van Ort 

· Jerry and Lois Peterson (’34 Packard touring sedan)

· Webster and Kari Peterson (guests)

· Henry Sluss and Barbara Malone

· Ed and Mary Ann Goehring

· Henry Dabrowski

· Russell and Paula Vopelak (’93 VS67 CVT)

· Norm and Linda Penfield (’93 CVT) 
· Doug Bailey (’58 6239E)
Thanks, Marty, for the terrific camera work.  You’ve earned the job!   See you all in March!   

Doug
