“Sunday in the Park” was another great Peach State CLC event. We started out at Sugar Magnolia, Josie Starnes’ bed and breakfast near the park. Ten folks snarfed down Josie’s handmade BLT sandwiches, fresh fruit and peach cobbler – a hearty way to start a crisp, sunny fall day. Thanks, Josie and Debi!

The club brought eight cars, and 17 members and guests. We lined up the cars on a side path inside the park. President Stan Tucker had worked out a free pass for us, as part of the entertainment. Since the theme was “olden days,” with costumed participants in period attire from the Civil War era to turn-of-the-century regalia, our old cars were right at home. Moms were telling their kids things like, “Yes, honey, there was a time when seat belts were not in the cars.” “Can you imagine dear, they didn’t have power windows back in those olden times?” And of course, “Hey! Jack! Git yer sticky hands offa that Cadillac!” Oh, maybe that wasn’t one of the moms… 

I saw Teddy Roosevelt in his Rough Rider getup eying Stan’s ’56 Fleetwood. He was looking curiously at the election sticker on the window – was he wondering who the heck this new fellow Eisenhower is? I saw Henry Sluss and Barbara Malone in the ’57 Fleetwood. (That dog is STILL peeing on the tire.) Paul and Gloria West in the Chik-Fil-A limo had a pair of Halloween passengers: Full-sized skeletons in black with chains! Larry and Melodie Reece fit right in with the black ’51 sedan, which I thought drew a LOT of attention. Josie Starnes had Elvis in the back seat of her yellow ’78 Coupe de Ville. Bob Hendershott was there in the ’65 Eldo with his son Joe and Joe’s wife. Charles Solomon and his wife drove the yellow ’56 convertible. Vince and Karen Haaland were there to enjoy the day; you don’t often see the life-sized Queen of Hearts parading around at just any old picnic, do you Vince? Jimmy Jones drove an off brand, a ’64 Thunderbird, but we forgave him. He had a buddy with him in a ’51 Ford. And the Turk was there, resplendent in its TURK-oise glory. Its only passengers were Vince and Karen, not a skeleton in sight. You could tell by the number of child-sized handprints along the flanks of each car that they were a popular attraction for this crowd.

Stan, Vince and Karen conducted the famous “Peoples’ Choice” voting. The tallies turned out to favor a RED ’51 Ford Custom coupe, followed closely by Jimmy’s T-bird. What is UP with these people? In third place was Josie’s ’78 Tweety Bird coupe, and fourth place was taken down by the Wests’ limo. Congratulations to all the winners! The awards were nice coupons for dinner across the street at “Six Feet Under,” the local seafood bar and grill. What a great day for driving, people watching, and just generally catching up with friends… (By the way, it was Doug’s turn “in the bucket.” Stan, Paul and Gloria had to bail him out by carting him to the gas station because he RAN OUT OF GAS at the event! Thanks, friends…)

Doug

