PEACH STATERS SCOFF UP FRIED GREEN TOMATOES 
AT THE WHISTLE STOP CAFÉ 
AND PEACHES AT DICKEY FARMS
By Jay Friedman

 

With apologies to Kathy Bates, Jessica Tandy and everyone else in the movie, lots of Peach Staters got some delicious Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café, but it was in real time on July 16, 2011 and not way back in the 1920s.  And though in the movie the Whistle Stop was in Alabama, in real life it’s in the village of Juliette GA, about 70 miles south of Atlanta, where the film was made.  

Beginning at 10 AM, lots of us gathered for an informal tire-kicking and tall-tale session at a gas station at Exit 208 along I-75 south.  Present were somewhere between 11 and 15 cars, depending on whether marques lesser than a Cadillac are counted.  Although we were almost too numerous to mention everyone, not to speak of their cars, as near as I can figure those attending were: Frank and Martina Butler, '64 Eldo, Sandy Partridge, Ray and Dottie Diodati, Bill Greene, Paul and Gloria West, Lee and Mary Jean Dunn (and grand-daughters and 2 guests), Kevin Garrison, Mark Nichols and parents, Art Gardner and Pres. Stan Tucker in beige and black '56 60 Special Fleetwoods, respectively, Frank and Karen Lindauer, '49 4-door, Jim Brams, '57 Fleetwood, and yours truly in a '49 2-door.  Bob and Judy Winchell were in a non-Cadillac, the make of which Peach State regulations forbid mentioning.  (Clue: its name begins with an F, and ends in a vowel like most words in the language of its country of origin.)   

 

At 10:30 our pod of Cadillacs moved off, first east on Highway 16 and then south on Route 23, about 20 miles to Juliette.  There we ate lunch in shifts in the Whistle Stop Café, which is no bigger now then when it was run by Idgie, Sipsey and the other movie characters.  The photo below shows Frank and Martina doing so, though only M. seems to have the café’s signature dish on her plate.  
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EAT-IN AT THE WHISTLE STOP CAFÉ IN JULIETTE
After walking off our lunch by browsing in Juliette’s shops, at 1:30 we climbed back in our Cads, etc. and drove 32 miles southwest to Dickey Farms in the town of Musella.  This establishment specializes in our club’s namesake fruit (peaches, of course) and also organizes old car cruise-ins.  We partook in both, since not only were lots of old cars gathered in the parking lot, as can be seen in the photo below, but we all got a free bag of Dickey’s only product and ate some delicious peach ice cream.  A good time was had by all.
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CRUISE IN AT DICKEY FARMS IN MUSELLA 
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CRUISE IN AT DICKEY FARMS IN MUSELLA 

WITH THE DICKEY FAMILY ’49 4-DOOR IN THE FOREGROUND
